Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 BONN 03774 060058Z 

11 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-07 INR-07 LAB-04 

NSAE-00 SIL-01 PA-02 PRS-01 USIA-15 /050W 

023030 

R 051940Z MAR 76 
FM AMEMBASSY BONN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6976 
INFO AMCONSUL BREMEN 
AMCONSUL DUSSELDORF 
AMCONSUL FRANKFURT 
AMCONSUL HAMBURG 
AMCONSUL MUNICH 
AMCONSUL STUTTGART 
USMISSION USBERLIN 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY ROME 

UNCLAS BONN 03774 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ELAB, GW 

SUBJECT: UNEMPLOYMENT STABILIZES IN FRG 

SUMMARY: IN FEBRUARY, UNEMPLOYMENT DECLINED 4,300 
TO REACH 1,346,700, 5.9 PERCENT OF THE LABOR FORCE. 

THE NUMBER OF WORKERS ON SHORT TIME DECREASEDFROM 
743,321 IN JANUARY TO 493,130. JOB OPENINGS INCREASED 
TO 208,539, AN INCREASE OF 17,900 SINCE JANUARY. ON A 
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED BASIS, UNEMPLOYMENT REMAINED THE 
SAME AS IN JANUARY, 1,089,000. END SUMMARY. 

1 . SAYING THAT "THE CYCLICAL FACTORS AFFECTING THE 
LABOR MARKET CONTINUED TO STABILIZE THEMSELVES" AND 
THAT THE HIGH POINT OF UNEMPLOYMENT IS PAST, THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT SERVICE (BAA) 
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2. AT THE END OF FEBRUARY, 1,346,700 GERMANS AND 
FOREIGN WORKERS WERE REGISTERED WITH THE FEDERAL 
EMPLOYMENT SERVICE AS UNEMPLOYED. ALTHOUGH THIS IS 
4,300 LESS THAN IN JANUARY, THE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
REMAINS 5.9 PERCENT. WHEN SEASONALLY ADJUSTED, THE 
NUMBER OF UNEMPLOYED FOR FEBRUARY WAS 1,089,000, THE 
SAME AS IN JANUARY. THE UNEMPLOYMENT RATE FOR FOREIGN 
WORKERS IN FEBRUARY WAS 6.6 PERCENT, A DECREASE OF 

0.1 PERCENT SINCE JANUARY. 

3. THE NUMBER OF WORKERS ON SHORT TIME DE- 
CREASED SHARPLY, ESPECIALLY IN ELECTRONICS, METALURGY, 
MACHINE CONSTRUCTION, CHEMICALS, PLASTICS AND MINING. 

AS OF THE MIDDLE OF FEBRUARY, 493,100 WORKERS WERE ON 
SHORT TIME, A DECREASE OF 33.7 PERCENT SINCE JANUARY. 

4. AS USUAL FOR THIS TIME OF THE YEAR, JOB OPENINGS 
INCREASED. AT THE END OF FEBRUARY, 208,500 JOB 
OPENINGS WERE REGISTERED WITH THE FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT 
SERVICE, AN INCREASE OF 9.4 PERCENT SINCE JANUARY. 

5. THE NUMBER OF THOSE RECEIVING UNEMPLOYMENT WELFARE 
ASSISTANCE (ARBEITSLOSENHILFE ) INCREASED TO 

145,000. AND 925,000 ARE RECEIVING UNEMPLOYMENT IN- 
SURANCE (ARBEITSLOSENGELD). IN JANUARY AND FEBRUARY, 
THE FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT SERVICE PAID OUT MORE THAN IT 
TOOK IN. AND THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT HAD TO COVER THE 
RESULTING DEFICIT OF 1.6 BILLION DM. 
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